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Rev. Mr. JOHN GILL. 


Rever end Sir 3 : | 9 
OT long ſince, your late | 
Sermon on the High Wind 
was put into my hands, 
the reading of which, I 
was obliged to omit, for 
ſome time, when I caſt 

1 my Eyes on your uncom- 
mon Degication; in which I am ſorry to 2 
find a Spirit diametrically oppoſite to, and 75 
ſubverſive of that Goſpel of Peace and 
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Love, of which you call yourſelf a Mini- 
ſter. And am concern'd, that ſo ſoon * 
after you had been commemorating one 
Storm from the Pulpit, you ſhould en- 
deavour to raiſe another "owes the Preſs; . 
y raſhly publiſhing fo partial, unchari- 
table, and erroneous a Performance. © * 


—_ 


Is not the Prieſthood enough in this day 

- deſpiſed? And why will you increaſe the 
Odium, by a Publication, which will be a 
ſtanding Evidence of the ſmall Regard you 
pay to Truth? Why are you bringing on 
the Stage afreſh an Affair, by which you 
have wounded the Intereſt in your own 
hands under the Fifth Rib2 And- what 
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their great Merit, as your bountiful Bene- 


fa#ors, without ' throwing about your 


Calummes and Slanders © againſt others? 


farely this is not to the Praiſe of a Miniſter 
of the Goſpel; but appears rather as a 
_ Franſcript of that Nancour and Malice, 
Which ſtill remains in the Mind of Mr. 


Gil. With much Truth and Juſtice you 


. have obſerved in the Preface to your Diſ- 
\ courſe on Prayer, that you were more a- 


fraid of the-Corruptions of your own heart, - 
than of all the Men on Earth, or Devils in 
Hell; and indeed well you may: Tour 
Heart muſt be a very muddy Fountain, or 
it would ſend forth clearer Streams. 


5 As for us, wh (for adhering to the In- 


jured Mr. Gford againſt you all, and for 


defending- our own Property, againſt every 
voracious Invader) are the Objects of your 
hatred; tis no matter of Concern; but for 


the ſake of Truth, which you have ſo 


ſhameſully deſerted, we think our ſelves 


bobliged, as you have enter'd the Lifts, to 
do that Juſtice; to our ſelves, which (tho? 
Miniſters) we never could obtain from 


you, 


*Tis not the Name 'or Abilities of 
Mr. Gill, that we ſtand in the leaſt 
tear. of; neither do your Anathemas (tho? 

44 pronounced 


V 
Love, of which you call yourſelf a Mini- 
ſter. And am concern'd, that ſo ſoon * 
after you had been commemorating - one 
Storm from the Pulpit, you ſhould en- 
deavour to raiſe another "brows the Preſs; . 
by raſhly publiſhing ſo partial, unchari- 
table, and erroneous a Performance. 
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Is not the Prieſthood enougli in this day 
deſpiſed? And why will you increaſe the 
Odium, by a Publication, which will be a 
ſtanding Evidence of the ſmall Regard you 

pay to Truth? Why are you bringing on 
the Stage afreſh an Affair, by which you 
have wounded the Intereſt in your own 
hands under the NY Rib? And what 
Reaſon can you aſſign, for endeavouring to 
lefſen the Reputation of many,, whom per- 
haps you never ſaw, much leſs are ac- 
quainted with their moral Character? it 
perhaps may be owing on the one hand to 
that Itch of Scribling, which you are fo 
famous for; and on the other, as a Com- 
pliment or Gratuity to your W:ld-ſtrect 
Penefaftors, from whom you have receiv- 
ed many ſingular Favours in your way of 
Buſineſs. Could not- you have dedicated | 
your Storm Sermon to thoſe before, whom 
you preached it? And (as is uſual with 
 Dedicators) have ſounded an Elium to 
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their great Merit, as your bountiful Bexe- 


factors, without throwing about your 


Calumnies and Slandors - againſt others? 


füurely this is not to the Praiſe of a Miniſter 
of the Goſpel; but appears rather as a 
_ Franſcript of that Rancour and Malice, 


which {till remains in the Mind of Mr. 
Gill. With much. Truth and Juſtice you 


have obſerved in the Preface to your Diſ- 
courſe on Prayer, that you were more a- 


fraid of the Corruptions of your own heart, 
than of all the Men on Earth, or Devils in 

Hell; and indeed well you may: Your 
Heart muſt be a very muddy Fountain, or 
it would ſend forth clearer Streams. 


As for us, who (for adhering to the In- 
jured Mr. Gifford” againſt you all, and for 
defending: our own Property, againſt every 
voracious Invader) are the Objects of your 


| hatred; tis no matter of Concern ; but for 


the ſake of Truth, which you have. ſo 
ſhameſully :delerted, we think our ſelves 


_ obliged, - as you have enter'd the Liſts, to 
do that Juſtice, to our ſelves, which (tho? 


Miniſters) we never could obtain from 


you. 


_ *Tis not the Name or Abilities of 


Mr. Gill, chat we ſtand in the leaſt 
fear of; neither do your Anathemas (tho? 
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[8] 
pronounced with the greateſt Solemnity) fill 
us with dread, tho? at the ſame Time we 
acknowledge, tis with ReluQance that we: 
take up the Pen, becauſe we are ſenſible 


the Intereſt ſuffers; but Truth is more to. 


be prized than any particular Intereſt, and 
that Intereft which can't be ſupported but- 


at the expence of it, had better be daſhed 


to pieces. 


Vour Dedication is to the Church of 


Chriſt, in Mild. ſtreet, for which JI am not 
at all concern'd; believing that many of 


em will at laſt be declared ſo, and would 
hope the beſt of *em all. None will diſpute 


but Mr. Gi knows a Church of Chriſt, 


from a falſe one; but did you mean every 


Member in it, or did you dedicate it only 


to ſuch among em, who are Calviniſts: 
It fo, tho? a Church, yet 'tis a very ſmall 


one, and you have unavoidably dedicated 
your Sermon to the Poor among 'em, whilſt 


your beſt Benefactors are flatter'd with that 


which don't of right belong to em. Surelß 
Arminians, Arians, &c. don't deſerve that 


Name. | 


Jou very juſtly have obſerved, that your 
Patrons have been aflited, and toſſed with 
great Tempeſts; and I muſt ſay, fo they 
have, by a Paſtor, who, Nt sede | 


Ko 


[9] 
all their znenaces, ſhun'd not to declare to 
*em the whole Council of God, {trenuouſly 
inſiſting upon; and pleading tor the Do- 
ctrines of Grace, which they could never 
bear. Violent and many were the Trou- 
bles and Difficulties they ſuftained, while 
their Idol Free-will was expoſed as Cu- 
ſcriptural; and whilſt the Ordinances of 
God's Houte were duly and faithfnlly ad- 
miniſter'd; and much were their Troubles 
increaſed by trequent Additions to the 
Church: of ſuch who held the ſame Do- 
ctrines; which leſſen'd their Power and 
Intcreft. 0 


i 


As to the unhappy Differences that arſe 


among them, who may they thank, but 
you and themſelves ? who, contrary to the 
Word of God, as well as Humanity, endea- 
voured to eject a faithful Miniſter from his 
Station, and much the greater part of his 
People from their unqueſtionable Right and 
Property in the Place, towards the purchaſe 


of which they had largely contributed. ?Tis _ 


well known that we acted only a defenſive 
Part, both with regard to our Miniſter and 
bur ſelves ; With reſpect to him, we endea- 
voured only ro protect him from that 
ſtroke which providentally we found, was 
about to be given him by you, and your 
Patrens united: With reſpect to ourſelves, 
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[20 1 
we have only contended like Men for our 
ſhare in that Place towards the purchaſe of 
which we had contributed; and which we 
plainly ſaw was about to be taken from us. 
Thus were we treated by them, and now 
are we by you repreſented as demanding 
' what did not of right belong to us. Well 
may you be afraid of the Corruption of | 
your own Heart, when the moſt barefaced 
pre-conceived ee are vended as 
Truths; this is obvious to every impartial 
Obſerver. You may, *tis true, plead the 
Obligations you are under to your kind 
Benefattors, the Favours you have re- 
ceived, together with the - Neceſſity you 
are under, to leflen the Characters of thoſe 
who have oppoſed your arbitrary illegal 
Proceedings; theſe, *ris true, may have 
much weight with Mr. Gill, vhoſe Character 
cannot be clear unleſs ours is ſullied; but 
is there nothing you can with juſtice ſay 
on us that is criminal? Happy for us that 
What you can, or have ſaid to our diſad- 
vantage, ſhews you to be conſiſtent with 
your felt, that your Writings againſt us are 
exactly of the fame Stamp, and breathe 
forth the ſame Spirit with what you have 
faid againſt the learned and ingenious Mr. 
Abraham Taylor, Mr. Marrice, and the Au- 
thor who has lately pleaded for the ſublap- 
ſarian Scheme. A difference in Judgment is 
| | provo- 
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provocation enough to entitle any Per- 
ſon to your higheſt Refentment, which 
you often ſhew by perſonal Refiexions, low 
and mean ſtrokes of 'Wit, Things which 
you deal in more than that Charity which 
believeth all Things, hopeth all Things, 
vaunteth not it felt, Sc. You have, I per- 


ceive, traced the Troubles of that Church 


for Years paſt, and have vouchſafed to 


4 ſpeak honourably of the Reverend Mr. Pig- 


got; but why are you ſilent with reſpect 


to that Gentleman's Troubles; you might 


have told your Patrons (tho? perhaps it 


would not have been to yoer Advantage) 


that ſome of them were inſtrumental there- 


in, that it was no new Thing in them to 


treat Calviniſtical Miniſters ill, by debar- 
ing them the Pulpit; you might have re- 


minded them of ſhutting the Meeting 
Doors againſt him, and of that Grief. they 


involv'd him in, which in all probability 


” haſtened his Death. 


You might alſo have ſpared your felf the 
trouble of mentioning Mr. Harriſon's con- 
forming to the eſtabliſhed Church, unleſs 
you had mentioned, who were the Juſtru- 


ments thereof. After your mentioning the 


Difficulties they were expoſed th, on that 
account, your next Words are/ as follow , 
is true indeed you were treated with 

B 2 «© decency 
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be decency and reſpect, no Attempts were 


& made to divide you, no Inſults on your 

“ Perſons, no Demand on your Property, 

* you had then nothing to do with the 

CC 

ae e ce, nor any concern at Weſt: 
minfier-Flall.” | | 


Perhaps Mr. Gill, after his uſual manner, 
will ſay, that the above Citation was not 
intended as. any Reflection on the Conduct | 
of Mr. Giffora's Friends, there being not | 
one Aſſertion in the whole againſt them, and | 
perhaps will think *tis enough to ſay, t that the 
things he mentions did not happen then, 
that is, when Mr. Harriſon Contormed. I 
for my own. part knowing Mr, Gill cannot 
help viewing them as ſo many Aſſertions 
calculated on the one hand to perſwade 


your Patrons that they have been baſelß 
treated, and on the other hand, to preju- | 


dice the Town againſt our Per ſons and In- 
tereſt, than which nothing can be a greater 
inſtance of V alſehood, as will appear by 
a tew Remarks on your Expreſſions: 


To begin with the firſt, That your Pa. 
trons were treated with decency and re- 
ſpect, what, when Mr. H. arrifon contorm'd ! 
It this be all your meaning, tis a mighty 
Dj ſcovery ; but by it you would be under- 
ftood, that in the late Troubles their . 
ons 


r- 
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ſons were undzcently and diſpeſpettfully uſed 


by thoſe who oppoſed them. *T would 


have looked much better had you pointed 
gut ſome Inſtances, produced your Autho- 


_ rity, and ſo by enjarging your Dedication, 


you might have finiſh'd your Deſign at once; 
now indeed we have only your pſe dixit 
inſtead of a proof, which no doubt on it 
vou imagine will be greedily ſwallow'd by 
your Admirers. I would fain fix a meaning 
to your Terms Decency and Neſpect, by the 


former I ſuppoſe you mean both Words 
and. Actions that are not becoming us, ei- 
ther as Men br Chriſtians, with reſpect to 
the former, if that can be any part of your 


meaning, we were ever kept at a great 


diſtance by the Gentlemen whoſe Cauſe 


you plead, hardly ever permitted to {peak 


in our Church-Meetings, without receiving 
ſuch cheques which manifeſted in them a 


defire of Pre-emimence. 


We were until thisunhappy Juncture, juſt 


ſuch as they would have us to be, paſſive 


enough; and while we conſidered them as 
acting for the good of the Society, we ne- 
ver gave them the leaſt Diſturbance. They 


had long been uſed to command, we to 


obey; but when we underſtood (merely pro- 
v!aential) that at the next Church-Meering 
our Paſtor was to be by them (unknown 


| [ 14 } 
to us) ejected from his Station, contrary to 
all Honour and Fuflice, we thought it then 
our indiſpenſable duty, as far as we were 
able, to oppoſe.ſuch Meafures, and contend 
earneſtly for a proper exerciſe of the Diſ- 
Cipline of God's Houſe, as expreſſed in t 
Scriptures ; this, as we followed it as be- 
came Men and Chriſtians, expos'd us to th 
Reſentment of thoſe, who had long before 
endeavoured to teach us the Doctrines of 
Paſiive Obedience and Non Refiſtance. 


From this time, that is, from the firſt 
Church-Meeting on the 3d of April, great 
Care was taken to hold us in terrorem, 
by Threatnings and Menaces of various 
kinds, and whilſt they poſſeſſed our Sub- 
ſeriptions, towards the purchaſe of the 
Place, we dag mga oper 4 
to turn out by thoſe two Men who had 
honeſty enough to aſſure us, that the Meet. 
ing-Houſe was theirs in Law, and that 
they would poſſeſs the fame notwithſtand- 
ing our Claims; 'tis no great wonder, that 
ſuch Chriſtian uſage as this ſhould occaſion 
ſome very warm Expreſſions, poſſibly the 
Truth might be told them too plain, by ſome 
who ſaw through their Pretences. But per- 
haps alſo you may by Decency, intend. un- 
becoming Actions ; if ſo, I ſhould be glad 
to be informed which they are? ?Tis . 
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we. kept poſſeſſion of the Meeting-Houſe for 
ſome time founded upon our Right in it, 
this was a very andecent Act, when we had 
been ſo often exhorted to depart and leave 
it to the right Owners. But let us turn to 
a Method uſed in order more effectually to 
terrify us to reſign our Right, which was 
to make a Treſpaſs of our coming into the 
Meeting- Houſe, and accordingly ſome of us 
were . ſerved with Copies of a Mrit 
of Treſpaſs. Unheard of Proceedings! 


Theſe Tranſactions cannot be unknown 


to Mr. Gill, tho' he decently lays them 


to our Charge. . By Reſpect, I ſuppoſe 
he means, that deference which we- 
ought to pay to their Judgments, as 
Men of Underſtanding; to their Au- 
thority, as Rich Men and Deacons! as to 
the former of which we never queſtion'd 
it, we have reaſon enough to know that; 
but T would ask, muſt their Judgments 
take the right Hand of Scripture? Or 


= ſhould the Scriptures alone be our Guide, 


of which we imagine we know as much as 
they? The Directions in which, we have 
all along adher'd to, and contended for. 
We would pay all the Deference to both 
theirs, and your ſuperior n that 
either you or they can deſire, where the 
Scripture is ſilent; but you muſt excuſe 
e us 


3 


: 4 7 : 
y 4M 1 
3 „ 


„ 
us from it, when tlie Voice both of Scrip- 
ture and Conſcience found loudly in our 
Ears: as Deacons and Rich Men we would 
render Honour to whom Honour is due; we 
would reſpect em, and eſteem em accord- 
ing to tite Difference Providence has made 
berween chem and us; and, yet we would 
not know either the Face or Circumſtance 
of any Man, when our Rights as Men, our 
 Privikeges as Chriſtians, ant Members 
of Society, are about to be taken from 
he” * | 


* 


Yon tell us next, that no attempts wete 
made to divide em: If you mean by Mr. 
Harriſon, you have made another grand 

Diſcovery ; is it probable, that he would 
have attempted to draw over to the eſta- 
bliſbcd Church part of the Congregation ? 
or do you not rather charge either Mr. 
Gifford, or us, with ſuch an attempt? IT 
you mean the former, every. one who 
knows any thing of the Affair, or of that 
Gentleman's Diſpoſition, can accuſe you of 
a Miſtake; he not being the Beginner or 
Fomenter of the Diſturbance, If you mean 
the Latter, our firſt Church-Meeting will be 
a ſtanding evidence againſt you; when the 
firſt Separation. was made from us, whom 
you charge as the Authors of it. 


Next 


xt 


to that, having ſpoke to it under the term 
Maeecency; but if you mean by it aſſaults on 
their Perſons, they themſelves '@ho? they 
won't contradict you) know you are miſta- 
ken, had We been never ſo much inclinꝰd to 
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. Next you tell em that no inſults wers 
made on their Perſons, if by inſults you - 


mean inſulting Language I need fay nothing 


* 


ſucha Practice, we had more conduct, than 


to give em an opportunity of compleating 
that hy one means, that they had ſoug 
in Vain by another. We had many threat-. 


nings ſounding in our Ears without the leaſt 
Foundation which gave us an Intimation 


of what we were to expect ſhould they 


have but a fair Opportunity. Vour next 
inſinuate is, that we made demands on 
their Property.in-this you ſheu yourſelf a 


| much; better Lawyer than a Divine. We 

| did certainly make reiterated demands on 
their Property, tis granted, upon Condi- 
tion Mr. G can prove the Meetingshouſe 


to be theirs in mY conſcientiæ, part of 
which, was purchasd with our Money. 


Surely you won't deny but we had a right 
to demand, as far as we had Subſcribed; and 


tho we were ſo weak, as to ſuffer the con- 


veyance to be made ove} to two Men, not 


thinking from - thence they would have 
called it their: own. to our prejudice, yet it 
- was. on our behalf nt Baal, ay. | 
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us from it, when tlie Voice both of Scrip- 


NM ture and Conſcience ſound loudly in our 
| | Ears: as Deacons and Rich Men we would 
ji! render Honour to whom Honour 1s due; we 
5 would reſpect *em, and eſteem em accord- 
11 ing to tie Difference Providence has made 
1108 between chem and us; and, yet we would 
Wl. not know either the Face or Circumſtance 
"Ml | of any Man, when our Rights as Men, our 
ji Privileges as Chriſtians, and Members 
| 5 of Socicey, are about to be taken from 
Vi | us. | 
1 Fou tell us next, that no attempts wete 
15 made to divide 'em: If you mean by Mr. 
0 Harriſon, you have made another grand 
k ö Diſcovery; is it probable, that he would 
. have attempred to draw over to the eſta- 
ji liſhed Church part of the Congregation ? 
19 or do you not rather charge either Mr. 
by Gifford, or us, with ſuch an attempt? Tf 
49 you mean the former, every one who 
* knows any thing of the Affair, or of that 
19 Gentleman's Diſpoſition, can accuſe you of 
Wh a Miſtake; he not being the Beginner or 

1188 Fomenter of tie Diſturbance, It you mean 
11 the Latter, our firſt C Hie h-Meeting will be 
& a ſtanding evidence againtt you; when the 
1 firſt Separation was made from us, whom 
pl | you charge as the Authors of it. : 

. Next 
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| Next you tell *em that no inſults were 
made on their Perſons, if by inſults you 


mean inſulting Language I need ſay nothing 


to that, having ſpoke to it under the term 


Necency; but if you mean by it aſſaults on 
their Perſons, they themfelves . (tho? they 


won't contradict you) know you are miſta- 

ken, had we been never ſo much inclin'd to 
| ſucha Practice, we had more conduct, than 
to give em an opportunity of compleating 


that by one means, that they had ſoughr 


in Vain by another. We had many threat- 


nings ſounding in our Ears without the leaſt 
Foundation which gave us an Intimation 
of what we were to expect ſhould they 


have but a fair Opportunity. Your next 


inſinuate is, that we made demands on 
their Property in this you ſhew yourſelf a 


much better Lawyer than a Divine. We 


did certainly make reiterated demands on 


their Property, tis granted, upon Condi- 
tion Mr. Gill can prove the Meeting: houſe 


to be theirs in foro conſcientiæ, part of 


which, was purchas'd with our Money. 
| 'Surely you won't deny but we had a right 
to demand, as far as we had Subſcribed; and 


tho' we were ſo weak, as to ſuffer the con- 
veyance to be made over; to two Men, not 
thinking from thence they would have 
called it their own to our prejudice, yet it 


Vas on our behalf as our Church- Book, as. 
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well as the Nature of the Thing, made evi- 


dent; fo far our demands extended and no 
farther. 1 6 


And in one of our laſt Attempts, to come 


to ſome Concluſion, we propos'd either to 
pay back to them what they had ſubſcribed, - 
on Condition they would quit the Meeting 
Houſe to us; or to take ours, and ſo quit 
the Place to them; both which, were re- 
fus'd us, as they well know. By which it 
appears, how far we have made any illegal 
demands. . Abend = 


The next * hing remarkable in your De- 


dication is a Reflection, on our Conduct | 


with reſpect to the Crown-Offce, in which 
ſome of your Patrons Names ſtand enroll'd. 
T ſuppoſe you think us blameworthy for | 
going to Law before an unjuſt Judge, ac- 
cording to that Expreſſion; but let me tell 


you, that worthy Gentleman, my Lord 


Hardwicke, ſhew'd at once, more under- 


_ ſtanding, Sympathy, and Chriſtianity, than 


appear*d thro' the whole Affair among you, | 8 
who call your ſelves Miniſters of the Goſ- 
pel. But if you are inclin'd to fix a Charge 


of that kind, you ſhould fix it on your 
.. Patrons, who firſt began the Law on us; 
and I am perſwaded, that had not they 
broke the Way, the Crown-Office, to this 


ing 
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Ol- 
rge 


ur 
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| Law. If 
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5 e 1 
Day had been ignorant of their Names; 


for in a Converſation I had with Mr. Gif 
ford, when confin'd to his Bed by the Hurts 
he received from their relentleſs Hands, 
nothing prevail'd with him to reſent his 


| own Injuries; but the Conſideration of 
their having troubled his Friends: yet are 


by you repreſented as deſirous of going to 
you are not fatisfied of the 
Truth hereof, you may be farther ſatisfy'd 


| by applying to Mr. Gibbons Attorney to 


yu Patrons, at Ne. 6. in Lincolns- 
un. | 


'Tis well for us that we live under fo 
happy a Government, that the Bench is 


ſuperiour to the Bar, that we can have 


Juſtice from the Laws of our Land when 
neither the Injunttions of the Goſpel, or 


the Voice of Conſcience are ſufficient. 


But to proceed: You are pleas'd next to 


aan obſerve, that their troubles of late, have 


been «unnatural. To this Truth I ſubjoyn 


my Teſtimony, unnatural indeed from firſt 
to laſt; Your behaviour therein was un- 


natural; Your treatment of that worthy 


Miniſter of the Goſpel, had no mixture of 
Kinaneſs, Tenderneſs, Compaſſion, a 


ferim, nothing but the rigid, the Unchart- 


| Zable the Cenſorious; *twas unnatural, if 
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| „ 20. | 
you conſider him as your Brother in the 
Miniſtry, holding and preaching the ſame 
Faith, the ſame Lord, the fame Baptiſm; 
Unnatural; if you conſider his unſpotted 
Lite for many Years paſt ; Unnatural alſo 
in you, to joyn with a Set of Men in his 
Ruin, who would be glad, many of em, 
to fee the Day, when the Doctrines of 
Grace ſhould be utterly laid aſide. Their 
tfoubles were unnaturally begun, unnatural- 
ly carried on; this may be alledg'd as a 
ſufficient Proof thereof, in that after the 
ſtricteſt enquiries nothing could be found 
againſt him ſince his firſt coming among em, 
nor for Years before; *twas allo egregiouſly 
unnatural in thoſe two Perſons, who firſt 
attacked his Reputation; both of whom 
had received many ſingular Favours from 
him; I mean Mr. 7Johx Philips, and Mr. 
Morgan Griffith; but as Ingratitude ſeldom 
goes long unpuniſhed, ſo they are both, as 
juſtly they deſerve, excluded the Converſa- 
tion of good Men, being a publick ſcandal to 
the Religion they have profeſſed, + 


That your Patrons Troubles are unpar- 
relled, as you ſay, is an undoubted Truth, 
former Ages of the Church afford no ſuch. 
Precedent ; neither is it likely that Ages yet 
to come, will ever produce ſuch another, 
or be brought eaſily to believe, there ever 

. Sos. N was 


3 


was one: How far they have weathered. 
through them, to uſe your own Expreſſion, 
1 cannot tell; hut you, (as vou have in- 
volv'd them therein, ) are highly concerned 
in point of Juſtice {till to aſſiſt them until 
they are arrived fafe at their deſired Haven. 
J hope you'll not eſteem this, as any Re- 
flection, having nothing to accuſe you with 
on this head, you having been indefatigalle, 
and 1 hope they on their part have not been 


. 


Ungr aleful. 


= You come next to applaud them as Men 
of Honour, Reſolution, and Integrity. What 
Ihave already obſerved, ſhews how honour- 


able they have been to us; but I rather 


think you principally mean their honour- 
able Behaviour, and grateſul Returns, to- 


wards you, againſt which, I have nothing 


to object; and you certainly do well, in 
| praiſing the Bridge you go over. 5 


As to their Reſolution and Integrity, 


what I have obſerved already is a 
very fit Comment and Illuſtration. After 
that you come to plead in behalf of your 


own Innocence, and are rejoicing in the 
Teſtimony of your Conſcience, defying 
your Adverſaries to point out one fingle 


| Inſtance of Falſebood, Miſrepreſentation , 
Prejudice, Partiallity, Injuſtice, want of Can: 


gour, 


88 
” 2 < 5 
r 


2 [2 J 
dour, or of an ingenuous Diſpoſition through» 
out the whole procedure, this is well, were - 
it true; but remember that every Conſcience 
is not a faithful Witneſs, only a truly ſancti- 
fied one; And we read of ſome whoſe Con- 

ſciences were ſear'd, and fo not capable of 
making an impartial Report. *Tis not 
what your Conſcience may ſay; but what 

0 the Scriptures ſay. The Apoſtle Paul, 

* F while perſecuting the Chriſtians, imagin'd 
— in that he did God great Service, being 
th 

9 
| 


: * * * _ 
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. Impetuouſly hurried on by a miſtaken Zea 
not according to Knowledge ; but he ob- 


tain'd Mercy, becauſe he did it through | 


[13001 

| mi Ignorance : (to think the ſame of you would 
fig be charitable) Therefore beware of a deceit- 
[43018 ful Conſcience, of which you have more 
{Hel _ reaſon to be afraid than of all the Men on 
ls: N Earth, or Devils in Hell. 

Ma ot | . | | 

1 What J have before obſerved ſhews, that 


in your Dedication, you have been guilty 
of Partiallity, Miſrepreſentation, Prejudice, 

&c. yet I can heartily join with you in 
if your Petition, that the Providence may be 
0 fanctified to them; I would alſo add, to us 
and to your ſelves, that we may be hum- 
bled for whatever we have acted contrary 
to the Scriptures; and alſo that they may 
be fixed upon a better Foundation with 
reſpect to the Miniſtry, I heartily agree to; 
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to which I may add, and that they may 


value their next Paſtor more, and uſe him 
better. But, as to the Hiſiuuation couch'd 


in your Petition, it is ſo mean thar it ſcarce 
| deſerves any notice, the Perſon whom you 
reflect upon, is well known by 
| Judges, not to be a whit behind the chief 
of his Adverſaries, in either the Characters 
of the Gentleman, the Scholar, or the Chri- 


ian. | 


the beſt 


' Your next Words are, Go on dear Sirs, 
bravely to proteſt againſt Sin, keep up the 


| Diſcipline of Chriſt's Houſe, abide by his Or- 


dinances 44 5 fat in his Truths; Methinks 
you might have ſpared your firſt Exhortati- 
on, they being willing enough to proteſt a- 
gainſt it in others, tho? they wink at it in 
themſelves; you might have. added. and 


follow your Proteſtatious with ruin and de- 
ſtruction to the Perſon of the Sinner, that 
would have confirmed them in their ne- 
Model of Church Diſcipline, and if well 


proſecuted, may poſſibly provide you ſome 


more Work of the ſame kind, with that 


you have lately been ſo indefatigable in. If 


it was not intended by you; I would beg 
leave to extend your Exhortation a little 
farther, and encourage them to proteſt a- 
gainſt, the Sin of oppoſing their Com- 
mands, the Sin of contending earneſtly for 


Liberty 


Liberly and Property, and that moſt heiti- 
ous, and enormous Sin, of treſpaſſing upon 
their Premiſes. I am inclined to think this 
your Exhortation was not intended for the 
uſe of any other Church; for fhould that 
be the caſe, I dread to think what will be 
the fate of Mr. Gill, whoſe Corruptions are 
ſo many, and which ſo often break forth, 

I need not be particular; and the People 
lately under the Care of the Reverend 
Mr. Wallin, ſoon muſt be at the trouble of 
ſeeking out another Paſtor. 5 


As to your other Exhortation, vis. 
the keeping up the Diſcipline of Chriſt's 
Houſe, to be ſure *tis highly commenda- 
ble; but firſt you ſhould have explain- 
ed the Nature of it to them, it having 
been ſo long neglected among them, that 
they hardly now, know where to begin, 
this might be of uſe; but your Expreſſions 
being ſo general, I am afraid they'll be apt 
to miſtake their late outrageous Perſecu- 
tion which rends to deſtroy ; for ſcriptural} 
Diſcipline calculated purely to reſtore,” you 
fthould allo have told them in what Spirit 
the fame {houid be always performed, as 
with a hearty Love to Souls, a ſincere de- 
fire for the Glory of God, attended with 
the greateſt Compaſſion, and Bowels of 
Mercies. You ſhould have given them ſome 

| | directions 
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directions concerning the Language which 
[ſhould accompany the Performance, which 


ſhould be ſoft and affectionate toward the 


Perſon, while they expreſs a becoming Ab- 
horrence of the Crime; you ſhould have re- 
monſtrated to them, that ſuch Terms, as 
vile Wretch, hardened Wretch, deſpicable 
Animal, better become the Mouths of in- 
E ſulting Þ1gui/itors, than Deacons of a Church 


aCTirng. : 
Theſe things being omitted by you, Ihope 


vou will not reſent my mentioning them, as 
they are what you cannot object againſt, You 
next cxhort, them 70 ſtand fat in his Truths, 
by which, I ſuppoſe you mean the Doctrines 
of Grace, and whatever elſe may he the 
ſubject of Revelation; as to the Doctrines of 


Grace, I would remind you, that many of 


your beſt Benefactors, have not as yet em- 
braced them, unleſs lately convinced by your 
more ſuperiour method of Reaſoning; ſhould 
| they ſtill remain unenlightened, your Ex- 
hortation can be of no force. Tc 


| o exhort 
them to ſtand faſt in what they believe not, 
is begging the Queſtion with a witneſs, 


| But perhaps you'll fay, that was only in- 
| tended for the uſe of thoſe, who have em- 


braced thoſe Doctrines; why then, as Job- 
ſerved in the begining, your Dedication, 
is but to a part of that Society; poſſibly 

| 9 aſter 


8 | [ 26 ] 
| after all you may ſay, that tho? they don't 
E | ® eve ome Doctrines of Grace, yet they 


believe ſome Doctrines of Divine Revela- 

tion, and there can be no harm in exhort- 
| ing them to ſtand faſt in them, which they 
| do belteve; in this I agree, and am inclined 
| to think that ſome of them ſtand much in 
| need of ſuch an Exhortation. | 


Thus have Iran over your Dedication, and 
if you like it, have cut you out ſome more 
Work; we have long been threatned with 
the publiſhing of this and the other to ex- 
3 poſe us, I 8 this Opportunity to aſſure 
DH you, that we value not what you, or any 
3 other Perſon elle may, publiſh while you 
| adhere to Truth; but when any thing ap- 
. pears that will not bear that Touchſtone, 
| we ſhall be ready to appear in our own 
| Vindication, not queſtioning but Truth 
will be found at laſt to prevail; we are 
neither afraid or aſhamed to make known 
even to all the World, what the Gentleman 
* Was, or what he is, whoſe Cauſe we have 
= _ eſpouſed, or what were the Reaſons which 
| induced us fo to do. | 


ers ñ . U— Vs At - - 


| I cannot- conclude without ſeriouſly and 
2 earneſtly exhorting you, as a Miniſter of 
the Goſpel, to take ſcriptural Advice, follow 
20 . NPiace 
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Peace with all Men, and Holineſ, without 
| which no Man ſhall ſee the Lord; ſtudy 


the things which make for Peace, that is, 
thoſe things, that are moſt likely to have 


W that bleſſed Effect, either on Churches, or 
| Families; ſurely, if this is a Duty incum- 
| bent on all, who name the Name of Chriſt, 
rich as well as poor, bond, as well as 


free : Much more ſhould Miniſters of the 


| Goſpel, which is a Diſpenſation of Peace 


and Reconciliation, be found conſtantly in 
the Practice thereof; this is a Duty that 
ought never to be omited, either to pleaſe 


our own corrupt Appetites, or to ſatisfy the 


Humours of any, who may delight in Strife 
and Contention, which are a Scandal to 


the Chriſtian Name. Tis the work of Sa- 
tan, and his Emiffaries, to diſturb them 


whom they cannot deſtroy, to ſow the 


| Seeds of Diſcord, and revive a-freſh, dead 


and dying Quarrels, thinking either there- 


by to ſtrengthen his own Kingdom, or ma- 
liciouſly to vex, only for the ſake of Miſ- 
chief. That he ſhould receive any Aſſiſt- 
We ance therein from thoſe who profeſs Sub- 
| jection to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, ought to 
be Matter of much Lamentation. View 

| around you an Intereſt heretofore flouriſhing, 
now dymg, through the Wounds given it 


by its proteſſed Friends ; what's a greater 


| Wound to the Cauſe in our Hands, than 


LS „ 


that Spirit of Contention, that fearfully pre- 


ther happy or flouriſhing. Let me there- 


much the more dangerous, the greater 
Reaſon have you carefully to watch over 


[28] 


vails; and until Contentions are laid aſide 
among us, we ſhall never fee our ſelves ei- 


fore adviſe you, not only to preach Peace 
and Unity among us from the Pulpit, but 
preach it in your Life, ſet us an Example 
(Precepts never being fo effectual,) and alſo 
from the Preſs. Your Example, as you are 
at the head of the Intereſt, I am fully per- 
ſwaded, would be of vaſt Service ; but 
while the common People fee their Mini- 
ſters, levelling the Bow of. Calumny and 
Detraction, tis no wonder they follow the 
miſchievous Example. Let nor, (I ſpeak it 
with concern,) that heat of Temper, natural 
to y ou, and diſcernable by moſt who know 
you, together with that poſitive, dogma- 
tical, Diſpoſition, equally conſpicuous, im- 
petuouſly hurry you on, to ruin the Intereſt. 
Perhaps it may be conſtitutional, if fo, fo 


every Motion of your Heart, Let me ex- 
exhort you to pay more regard to the In- 
tereſt of Religion, than to private Reſent- 
ment, let that be buried in Oblivion. Per- 
haps we have not paid fo great a Defe- 
rence to your Judgment, as you might think 
it juſtly deſerv'd, if ſo, we rather deſerve 
your pity, as being wanting to our 7 

| 8 than 


EY 


Ex; 5 


than your Reſentment. We now feel the 
Loſs we ſuſtained, when the pacific Mr. 
Wallin was taken from us, and have Rea- 
ſon to think, the Death of that geod Man 
was deſigned as a Scourge. As you are his 
| Succeſſor, let me intreat you, to be his Imi- 
tator, in every thing in which he was praiſe 
| worthy; but more eſpecially, in that peace- 
able and humble Diſpoſition of Soul, which 
ſhone forth in him, with an uncommon 

ſplendour; the bleſſed Effects of which were 

extended to many Churches. | 


Let me preſs this duty, farther of ſtudying 
the Things which make for Peace from an- 
other motive, you know 'tis a common 
Thing with the Armimians, whom you have 
wrote much againſt, to charge your Scheme, 
| with giving encouragement to Licentiouſ- 
| neſs; this they endeavour to prove, from- 
the Doctrines themſelves in Conjunction 
with our own Hearts, the Doctrines they 
ſay have a tendency to remove that Fear 
and Self-Diffidence, which are neceſſary to 
excite us to duty; theſe being remoy'd by 
a belief in thoſe Doctrines, give an oppor- 
tunity to corrupt nature to break forth into 
acts of Sin; theſe things, they illuſtrate by 
the immoral Lives of ſome, who adhere to 
thoſe points. Now never let it be ſaid of 
our Champion, that he holds that in * 


Conſequence of which, as the Ele& of | 


ing, if ſo be that: you have taſted that the 


things is blind, and cannot fee a far off, 


Chriſt, when this earthly Houſg of your 
Tabernacle ſhall be diſſolv'd. 


. 
ple, which he denies in practice; and as 
you ſay thoſe Doctrines, firmly believed, 


tend to purify the Heart, which 1s manifeſt 
by the exerciſe of all Chriſtian Graces, in 


God, holy and beloved, let me beſeech 
you to put on Bowels of Mercies, Kindneſs, 
Long ſuffering, &c. and above all things 
Charity, whe is the Bond of Perfection, 
laying aſide, all Malice, and all Guile, and 
Diſimulation and Envy, and all Evil ſpeak- 


Lord is Gacious. Furthermore, let me ex- 
hort you, on the ſcore of your own Wel- 
fare, (knowing, that he who lacketh thefe 


and has forgotten that he was purged from 
his old Sins) the rather to give all diligence 
to make your Calling and Election ſure; 
that ſo an Entrance may be adminiſtred 
unto you abundantly into the Everlaſting 
Kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus 


To Conclude: 


E me farther adviſe you for the fu- 
ture, to concern your ſelf more, in 
your own Affairs; Confine your ſelf more 
to the Buſineſs proper to your own 8 
5 - <0 


5 pr] 
and beware of raſh, and cenſorious judging, 
he Iſſue I am fully perſwaded will — 


ſt ine, who are in the right. Remember 
b amaliel's Obſervation, which {till holds 
1 true, that what is of God, cannot be 
> dverthrown. Twill be a melancholy Caſe, 
15 


F hereafter ye ſhould be found to have con- 
ended with the Almighty. We have reaſon 
o Conclude the belt from the Bleſſing 

hich has followed our Miniſtry, having 
Had ſince our troubles, ſeveral Perſons ad- 


© ed to us, one Perſon in particular, whom 
© WE cannot forbear to mention, beingſent by 
ne of our vngilant Enemies, to take Notice, 
- rhat Number of Perſons attendepat the 
1 ord's Table, was effectually wrought upon, 


Wubmitted to the Ordinance of Baptiſm, 


nd has fince been received into*the Church 
' ccordingly. Thus 1s the Wrath of Man 
| ade to praiſe God, and I doubt not, but 
ö he remainder thereof, he will reſtrain. 
Ian, 

Reverend Sir, 


95 


Tours, &c. 
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